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Police justifies action against Indian Orthodox 
faction members  

Staff Reporter  

Thiruvananthapuram: The police today justified its limited action against members of the Indian 
Orthodox Church* on February 13.  

The high-level inquiry report into the incident said that an "unruly, boisterous and inebriated" section of 
the laity had attacked the police and destroyed public property, forcing the constabulary to use force to 
restore public peace.  

THE INQUIRY FOUND "NO EVIDENCE" TO SUGGEST THAT MEMBERS OF THE OPPOSING 
PATRIARCH FACTION (MALANKARA JACOBITE SYRIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH) HAD 
INFILTRATED THE INDIAN ORTHODOX MARCH AND CAUSED THE TROUBLE BY ATTACKING 
THE POLICE WITH STONES FROM THE TOP OF BUILDINGS ON MAHATMA GANDHI ROAD. 
INSPECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE (SOUTH ZONE) ARUN KUMAR SINHA HEADED THE INQUIRY 

Scores of people, including several priests and policemen, were injured when the police swung lathis, 
fired tear-gas shells and the water cannon to disperse the march that turned violent in front of the 
Secretariat.  

Nearly 6,000 members of the Indian Orthodox faction, including a large number of priests, participated 
in the march organised to protest against the Government's decision to allow members of the Jacobite 
Syrian Orthodox Church (Patriarch faction) to pray at the Thrikunnathu Seminary in Aluva.  

The permission to organise the march was sought by T.O. Joseph, a retired policeman. As many as 
1,000 members of the crowd started making trouble at the very outset of the march. They abused the 
police and attempted to block a police vehicle at Palayam, the report said.  

Later, the unruly section of protestors tried to break the police cordon in front of the Secretariat main 
gate despite the presence of the clergy.  

Most of the protestors dispersed peacefully after the march while around 1,000 remained on the road, 
blocking traffic and disrupting life.  

The police gave permission to four Indian Orthodox faction representatives to enter the Secretariat 
through the Azad Gate for giving a memorandum to the Government.  

The unruly elements who accompanied them to the gate mobbed and beat up an officer and three 
constables at Statue junction. The report said that the unruly elements also attacked journalists 
covering the incident.  
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